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A Prosperous New Year Co You! 





THRU THE EDITOR’S GLASSES 


Have you sent your check for the A. D. A. Relief Fund Seals? 
e's 
The mother of our busy Executive Secretary, “Holly,” suffered an 
attack of coronary thrombosis on December 13 and passed away just a 
week later, apparently suffering little and retaining her faculties until the 
end. An enviable way to end a full life. 
a 
Dr. Howard S. Seip of Allentown, a past president of the state society 
and well known throughout the state and elsewhere, died Saturday morn- 
ing, December 23rd. Further details will be found in the necrology. 





Almost three thousand 1939 memberships have not 
yet been renewed for 1940. 


ARE YOUR DUES PAID? 











Members who are working in clinics sponsored by tax-supported agen- 
cies, will find a notice in this issue of refresher courses which will be held 
in the three dental schools in the state. 


a 
ATTENTION! N. Y. U. ALUMNI 


If you have any news concerning the activities of alumni members of 
New York University College of Dentistry, such as 

a. Institutional activities by N. Y. U. alumni; e.g., public clinics, 

- hospitals, city health centers, etc. 
b. Fraternal alumni activities. (In order to make sure your fra- 
ternity is not left out, get in touch with me.) 

c. Class activities of alumni; such as reunions, dinners, etc. 
please get in touch with Harry Roth, ’31, Associate Editor, Alumni Section, 
N. Y. U. Dental News, care of College of Dentistry, 209 East 23d Street. 
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“"WHATIS THEA.D.A. DOING FOR ME” 


Arthur H. Merritt, New York 


This is a question I sometimes hear asked, and always with the im- 
plication that the questioner feels he is not receiving an adequate return for 
the $4.00 which represent his annual dues to the Association. 

Inasmuch as the rank and file of our members are not in regular at- 
tendance at the annual meetings of the A.D.A., and, in consequence, have 
only a hazy idea of the multitude of ways in which it serves the profession, 
this is, perhaps, a natural question and one which deserves an informative 
answer. And it can be answered so as to leave no doubt in the mind of any 
one familiar with the facts, that the A.D.A. is rendering an invaluable 
service to every individual member—a service which no organization ex- 
cept a national one, could possibly perform. It, alone, of all our dental or- 
ganizations, is the representative of American dentistry,—the only group 
that can speak with authority. 

It is impossible, in a brief space, to enumerate all the activities in which 
it is engaged or give an adequate idea of the time and labor given to it by 
the officers and committees—often at no little sacrifice to themselves and 
always in the interest of the profession. 

Among these activities, and one of first importance, is the Bureau of 
Public Relations. This is ably conducted by Dr. Lon Morrey, whose duty 
it is (among other things) to educate the public in all matters pertaining to 
dental health, with benefit to both the public and the profession. This is 
an activity of the utmost importance to all concerned. To it, Dr. Morrey 
gives all his time and is performing a task for which he is exceedingly well 
fitted. 

There is also a Research Commission under the auspices of the A.D.A. 
working with the Bureau of Standards in Washington, year in and year out 
studying materials used in the practice of dentistry. This includes such 
items as cements, alloys, metals, denture bases, inlay waxes, impression 
compounds, etc. The results of these researches are published from time 
to time in the Journal of the A.D.A. and made available to all. (See Journal 
for July, 1939, page 1197, for a list of certified materials.) These studies 
make it possible for any dentist, anywhere, to use products that have been 
tested and proven to be reliable. This adds greatly to the efficiency and 
permanency of the service rendered by the dental profession. 

The Council on Dental Therapeutics is another all year round group 
made up dentists, »hysicians and chemists which examine and passes upon 
the reliability of all drugs, anesthetics, dentifrices, mouth washes and the 
like, used or prescribed by the dental profession. In addition to reporting 
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its findings in the Journal, it publishes each year, at a nominal cost, a small 
volume of Accepted Dental Remedies. The work it is doing is of ines- 
timable value to both the profession and the public. 

In addition to these activities, which of themselves repay one over and 
over again for the small amount expended for dues, it maintains a Com- 
mittee on Legislation which keeps in touch with the legislative activities 
of the Federal government and the 48 States, with a view to preventing the 
enactment of unwise dental laws; an Economics Committee, representing 
the 13 Trustee districts of the country; a National Health Program Com- 
mittee, which acts as the contact committee between the profession and the 
Federal government—a committee that has rendered, and is rendering, in- 
valuable service in cooperating with the government in matters of public 
health. And there are other agencies such as the Insurance Committee, the 
Library Bureau, the Relief Commission—all maintained in the interest of 
the profession and the public at a cost to the membership of about six 
cents each. 

And lastly there is the Journal—the largest and most influential dental 
journal in the world, having a circulation of more than 50,000 copies a 
month. It finds its way into 82 foreign countries and is read wherever 
dentistry is practiced. A subscription to the Journal is included in the 
$4.00 dues. 

This is only a partial list of the things which the A.D.A. is doing for 
the profession and of which every member is a direct beneficiary. It is a 
splendid record of achievement, one in which every member may well take 
pride. It needs only your help and mine, in order to greatly increase these 
accomplishments. Should we not, therefore, in our own interest and in the 
interest of the profession of which we are a part, give it our wholehearted 
support in the effort it is making to do for us collectively, what we could 
not possibly do for ourselves as individuals. 


MID WINTER MEETING CHICAGO DENTAL SOCIETY 
Stevens Hore... Fes. 12TH To 15TH INCLUSIVE 
SECTION PROGRAMS FEB. 13, 14, 15 
LIMITED ATTENDANCE CLINICS FEB. 12, 15 
Partial Dentures, Crown and Bridge—Drs. C. W. Hoffer, Nashville ; Loren 
D. Sayre, Chicago, and Alver Selberg, San Francisco. 
Full Dentures—Drs. O. M. Dresen, Milwaukee; Robert R. Gillis, Ham- 
mond, (Ind.) ; George Wood Clapp, New York;* Walter H. Wright, 
Pittsburgh, and R. O. Schlosser, Chicago. 
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Oral Surgery, Medical Relations—Drs. James Maxwell, Ann Arbor ; James 
B. Brown, St. Louis; J. S. Lundy, Rochester, (Minn.), and Charles 
W. Freeman, Chicago. 

Operative Dentistry—Drs. James M. Prime, Omaha; Philip Jay, Ann 
Arbor, and Wm. H. Crawford, Indianapolis. 

Therapeutics, Pathology and Research—Drs. Thomas J. Hills, Cleveland ; 
James R. Blayney, Chicago ; George Paffenbarger, Washington, D. C., 
and E. S. Lain, Oklahoma City. 

Children’s Dentistry—Drs. F. D. True, Des Moines; J. O. McCall, New 
York; H. B. Morrow, Indianapolis, and Elsie Gerlach, Chicago. 
Practice Management—Drs. E. J. Ryan, Evanston; Charles H. Kendall, 

Milwaukee, and W. N. Miller, Flint, ( Mich.). 

Orthodontia—Drs. Walter L. Hyde, Minneapolis; Charles R. Baker, 
Evanston; Frederick B. Noyes, Chicago, and Chester F. Wright, 
South Bend, (Ind.). 

Periodontia—Drs. M. L. Drake, Cleveland; Lillian Barkann, New York; 
Rowe Smith, Texarkana, (Tex.); B. D. Friedman and Paul A. Ed- 
mand, Chicago. 

Admittedly, only a few essayists have been named. Many others will 
present equally important papers. 


FUTURE EVENTS 
First District (Philadelphia County) Dental Society—Annual meet- 
ing, Ben Franklin Hotel, Philadelphia, Jan. 30, 31, Feb. 1, 2, 1940. 
a. 
Chicago Dental Society. Mid-winter meeting, Feb. 11th-15th. Stevens 
Hotel. andes el 
National Dental Centenary Celebration. Baltimore, March 18th, 19th 
and 20th, 1940. We celebrate our 1ooth birthday. 
ee 
Five State Post Graduate Clinic of the District of Columbia Dental 
Society—May roth to 23rd. Willard Hotel, Washington, D. C. 
ae 


Seventy-second Annual Meeting Pennsylvania State Dental So- 
ciety. June 13th to 16th, 1940. Somewhere on Lake Erie or Lake Ontario. 
Send in your reservation early! 


Don't Forget YOUR A. D. A. Relief Fund 
[9] 
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INSTITUTIONAL DENTAL HEALTH 


The need for dental service is at present more appreciated by the 
professions and the public health authorities. Legislators request that the 
public at large receive the necessary and important care of mouth and 
teeth. There is not one other branch of health service which so far is as 
little understood and regulated. The fault lies with the dental profession 
first of all, then the medical profession and those in charge of hospitals; 
let us not, however, forget the dental schools. Very few dentists show any 
interest in hospitals at all, except if they are paid for their services or if 
they seek knowledge and experience in extracting teeth and oral surgery in 
general. They must consider themselves a definite part of that group which 
gives health servicé and which includes personal sacrifices ; the practice of 
dentistry is not a businegs, it is a profession. The medical profession has 
not been very cooperative in the past, but with the present standards of pre- 
professional and dental education they will soon meet us on an equal footing 
and assist us in receiving recognition as a responsible cooperator. Hospital 
authorities usually assign dental quarters after all other departments have 
been apportioned ; with the results that the space left is very inadequate. 
The dental schools have not stressed the importance of ethics and profes- 
sional responsibilities ; the student must be taught very early that the prac- 
tice of dentistry is not a question of give and take, but mostly give. It is 
science and art, devotion to a calling. Recognition and honor may be his 
reward, but only rarely material wealth. 


Dental service in the hospital depends on proper organization. I do 
not refer to a dental consultant, who occasionally is called to the hospital, 
to advise in regard to the removal of a devitalized tooth suspected of being 
a focus of infection, but to a dental department consisting of a number of 
divisions. It is headed by a general dental practitioner and not a specialist. 
The oral surgeon is not fit to occupy such a position; proof of which is 
the fact that the poor do not receive adequate dental care and oral surgery 
is pushed to the fore while operative and prosthetic dentistry and hygiene 
are very much neglected. In fact, the dental service becomes one of oral 
surgery and it is by this name the directing oral surgeon wants the dental 
service to be known. Another dentist claimed that preparing a cavity in a 
tooth is surgery and so justified his support for calling it a department of 


* Read before the Pennsylvania State Dental Society, York, Pa., May 3, 1939 





SERVICE AND THE DENTIST’ 


By Theodor Blum, D.D.S., M.D. (Penna.) 
Universae Medicinae Doctor (Vienna), F.A.C.D., F.A.C.S., F.I.C.D. 
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oral surgery. It was further stated that such a name is looked upon by the 
medical profession with more respect. I personally always thought that 
one’s knowledge, experience and ability brings recognition and not a name. 
It seems a pity that the title dental surgeon has again been introduced ; it is 
very misleading and used, and employed, to mislead the public. We are 
dentists and if we perform our duties we can well be proud of it. Don’t 
forget we are dentists and not physicians and let us practice dentistry. 
The public—rich or poor—need our services. If we want to practice 
medicine, let us study it and get a license. 

The following divisions of dental service are listed in the order of their 
importance: operative dentistry and hygiene, x-ray, minor oral surgery, 
orthodontia, periodontia, prosthodontia ; the latter one placed last only on 
account of financial difficulties to maintain it. Every service must be avail- 
able also to hospital patients. Each department has a head with as many 
assistants as indicated. The dental board consists of the chiefs and others 
known for their administrative abilities and experience in hospital routine ; 
it has complete charge of the service and elects one or more of its members 
to represent them on the medical board to which it is responsible. 

Dr. Waldo H. Mork, who has probably devoted many more years to 
institutional dental health service than anyone else in New York City, has 
kindly consented to give me his opinion of institutional dental health service. 
An opinion with which I fully agree. I quote: “The dental department of a 
hospital is composed of the following divisions : Operative Dentistry, Oral 
Surgery, Restorative Dentistry, Periodontia and Orthodontia. At the 
head of each division is a visiting dentist. These visiting dentists compose 
the dental board. The dental board elects a Chairman and a Secretary. 
The Chairman presides at all regular meetings and the Secretary keeps an 
accurate record of the transactions of the board. The duty of the Board 
is to decide the policies of each department. The head of each department 
makes his recommendation, which in turn must be approved by the Board. 
The Board makes the recommendation for all appointments to the depart- 
ment, including hospital and out patient services and all internes and 
externes, subject to the approval of the medical board. 

“The dental board selects one or more of its members as a representa- 
tive to the medical board. He votes only on matters pertaining to the 
dental department. 

“This in no way impairs the administrative functioning of the hos- 
pital. The dental board does away with one man power or control of the 
department.” 


The importance of dental service is admitted. Let me repeat again it 
does not mean oral surgery, which is only one branch of it. We are inter- 
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ested in the care of the underprivileged which includes operative and 
prosthetic dentistry and, with the hygienist, also oral prophylaxis. The 
removal of teeth is part of it, but not the most important one. The hospital 
is not here to provide practice and experience in oral surgery: as a good 
citizen, you are duty bound to give good general dental service to the needy. 
I believe every dentist should be expected to give such service, the younger 
men and women at a salary, working under supervision of experienced 
good practioners. A hospital connection is for service to the underpriv- 
ileged and not for one’s own benefit alone. 

To make the service efficient the patients must be treated in the same 
manner as in a good private practice. In the operative department the 
chief or supervisor need not attend more than once or twice a week, but 
the dentists who actually treat the cases, must attend three times a week. 
This applies to all others except oral surgery. Here the chief must attend 
to the postoperative care of his cases and observe them with his staff. 
Therefore the attendance of members must be three times weekly. 

The dental interne plays a very important role; in fact, the interneship 
should be made obligatory by law. It should be an integral part of his ed- 
ucation and not just an opportunity which he may seize to increase his 
knowledge, to become experienced in every branch of dental service avail- 
able, and to familiarize himself also with general medical and surgical 
conditions. Such training will prepare him well for his private practice as 
well as for the continuation of his hospital connection. 

The dental hygienist is just as important in her field. She too should 
serve a year’s interneship, before receiving a license to practice and she 
too must be remunerated for her services. 

Every member of the staff must be a member of his or her official 
professional society. 

The dentist must be interested in service for all classes and because 
the underprivileged class is larger than all others combined he must pay 
particular attention to that larger class. To accomplish the above, the 
dental service in hospitals must be well organized. The recent graduate 
must help by serving a one year’s interneship which gives him sufficient 
knowledge and experience to go into private practice and continue his 
hospital affiliations, and the older graduate must do his share and thus 
continuously keeps up with the progress made. For this purpose—namely, 
care ofthe needy and to keep up to date—obligatory postgraduate courses, 
to be taken at certain intervals, should be established in hospitals. For 
such courses a nominal charge can be made or the practitioner will have to 
give an equivalent in time for the treatment of patients. That an interne- 
ship must be based on rotating service so that the young graduate will get 
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an opportunity to study and practice each branch of dentistry is self- 
understood. Similar arrangements can be made for the older graduate. 
However, the most important point I wish to make is that all work must 
be performed under reliable and efficient supervision. 

It is true that there are not enough practitioners to take care of all who 
are in need of treatment. It is also true that on account of the prolonged pre- 
professional and professional education and its cost, dental health service 
is too expensive for the public in general. Many years ago I pointed out 
that we need many more practitioners. This can be achieved by a reason- 
able preliminary education consisting of four ten-month years of study 
with less play, a three ten-month year dental course, the fourth year to be 
spent as an interne. Such a course of studies will prepare a young man or 
woman for private practice and the continuation of hospital service at the 
age of 22. This will be a great improvement over the present situation, 
altho I believe that in the future even this course of study will have to be 
shortened for the general practitioner. Those men and women of the pro- 
fession who will act in the capacity of specialists and consultants will have 
to undergo a more thorough training. The following citation from a letter 
addressed to Dr. Michael M. Davis under date of February 15, 1939, will 
clarify to you my thoughts on this subject: “After listening to your most 
interesting presentation before the February meeting of the First District 
Dental Society at the Academy of Medicine a week ago, I thought you 
might be interested in two paragraphs of my discussion of Dr. Martin 
Dewey’s paper entitled: ‘Preventive Dentistry; Its Scope and Possibili- 
ties’, published in the Transactions of the Dental Society of the State of 
New York, May, 1925, page 163, which read as follows: 

“ ‘Regarding the discussion of Dr. Downing, I beg to differ with him 
in the absolute statement which he made regarding the enlargement or 
amplification of the duties of the dental hygienist. 

“We did not have enough dentists to do dental hygiene work and we 
started the profession of the dental hygienist to help the dentist in taking 
care of dental hygiene. Now, I do not know whether the time will come, 
but I would not goon record and make an absolute statement that the 
dental hygienists will never be called upon to take care of cavities in de- 
ciduous teeth, because we know very well that there are not enough dentists 
to take care of cavities in deciduous teeth, just as well as there were not 
enough dentists to take care of dental hygiene.’ | 

“The above fits in well with your remarks regarding th¢ optometrist 
and opthalmologist and it may constitute one way of solving the problem of 
dental care for the masses. 

“T am writing an editorial today in which I state “The \professional 
education of the general practitioner in medicine and dentistry will have 
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to be changed so that there will be a larger number of them and so that they 
will be well trained and able to take care of the everyday and common ail- 
ments, and to teach and practice prevention. A smaller group of specialists 
in different fields will act as consultants and advisers.’ 

“The above are only thoughts of a clinician who is still human enough 
to feel that medical and dental service must be available to everybody.” 

Of course a good many of you will be quite skeptical in regard to this 
point, but if you only remember that not so long ago the dental profession 
created the dental hygienist to take care of prophylactic treatment and 
that this was done to relieve the dental practitioner of some burden, then 
you will readily understand that a further division of service may quite 
readily be necessary. How this further division can be accomplished will 
have to be worked out by a group of practitioners and health workers who 
appreciate and see the need of it and who are earnest in their endeavor to 
see to it that all people receive proper and necessary dental care. 

A department of Oral Surgery is impossible without a Dental Depart- 
ment, even more so than a Department of Surgery could run efficiently 
without one of Medicine or vice versa. I am citing from a previous paper* 
which will clearly prove my case: 

“A consultation will often be required when a dental focus of infec- 
tion is suspected. Here it is not a question of the removal of entirely use- 
less and at the same time possibly harmful teeth, but of the extraction of 
devitalized members of the masticating apparatus with approved root 
canal therapy without radiographic apical pericemental changes or of root 
resection, where there is pericemental involvement. After receiving from 
the physician in charge the medical history and viewpoint, the dentist and 
oral surgeon should make a study of the case and forward their recom- 
mendation. I consider it poor policy if one practitioner alone takes full 
responsibility. Even tho the dentist may routinely apply the pulptest, a 
check-up under such circumstances is necessary. The studies of Reiss, 
Furedi and Kaletsky checked in the laboratory of The New York Institute 
of Clinical Oral Pathology warrant this suggestion. 

“Impacted teeth frequently present another problem, when naturally 
the orthodontist plays the role of an important adviser. However, where 
exposure of a maxillary canine or for instance removal is discussed, an 
opinion regarding the difficulty of the operation, the possible injury or loss 
of adjoining teeth must come from the surgical specialist, just as in in- 
stances of impactions possibly causing reflex nervous disturbances. Other 
specialists will attend, the orthodontist for obvious reasons when malposed 
teeth are exposed, the prosthodontist at an alveolotomy, the periodontist in 


*Blum, Theodor: Practical Consideration of the General Practioner’s Oral 
Surgical Problems. The N.Y. Journal of Dentistry, VI; 152-156, No. 5, May,1936. 
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certain advanced cases of pyorrhea, in fact any other medical or dental 
general practitioner or specialist, who is interested in the procedure or 
findings. 

“The above proves conclusively—certainly to my mind—that the suc- 
cess of every kind of practitioner depends on cooperation in one form or 
another, because only thus can our patients be best served.” 

Miss Pauline Warner, a very experienced student of institutional 
dental health service, cooperated with me and prepared the questionnaire 
used. I am quoting from her “Observations and Comment” based on replies 
of 48 institutions : 

“Institutions with dental boards have seven out of twelve of the more 
adequate services (eight to ten services of those listed available). Al- 
though comprising less than 20 per cent of the institutions studied, they 
are staffed by 44 per cent of the dentists and serve 19 per cent of the re- 
ported patients. This group of patients make 47 per cent of the reported 
visits, an average of five visits per patient. This seems to indicate that 
those dental services organized under a dental board are more thorough 
and more comprehensive in their program than those not so organized. 

“Tn the 39 institutions not organized under a dental board or its equiva- 
lent, 18 are organized in one way or another by the dental chief. Here there 
would appear to be too much concentration of responsibility and authority 
in one man for the best interests of patient, staff and institution. 

“Thirty institutions want to know how a dental board functions. 
Fourteen are indifferent (no answer). Four don’t want to know. . 

“Thirty services are known as dental services, 22 being identified as 
‘Dental Department’ and eight others using ‘dental’ or ‘dentistry’ in the 
name. Of the remaining 18, four combine ‘dental’ with ‘oral surgery’, 
one combines ‘oral’ with ‘plastic’ surgery, and the other 12 are known as 
‘oral surgery’ services. Is not oral surgery a part of dentistry, and in every 
case less than the whole? 

“Of the 18 so-called oral surgery services, three include only examin- 
ation, x-ray, extraction and other oral surgery ; a fourth has no surgery ex- 
cept extractions, and a fifth has no x-ray. The rest are more complete den- 
tal services in spite of their ‘oral surgery’ label; they include one or more 
of the following services: prophylaxis, periodontia, fillings, dentures, root 
canal therapy, and orthodontia. 

“Although in 12 institutions the chief of service is a specialist in oral 
surgery, there are only three which restrict their services to examination, 
prophylaxis (included in one), x-ray, extraction, and other oral surgery. 
The remaining nine offer one or more of all the other dental services. In 
the clinic where the chief specializes in periodontia, the service includes 
everything but root canal therapy. 
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“In 31 institutions where the chief has definite hours, six hours attend- 
ance a week is common to nine institutions. The chief is on call only in 
seven. This may mean he is nominal head of the service, and regular su- 
pervision is either missing or delegated to another.” 

Practitioners with an inferiority complex on dentistry and dentists 
must not be put on any committee. Nor will dentistry and dentists ever 
occupy their rightful position, while appointees for positions in schools and 
hospitals are selected for political, fraternal or social success, and while 
hardly any attention is paid to the struggle of private individuals or groups, 
who attempt to raise the standard of the profession and its accom- 
plishments. 

In closing I wish to cite from another paper* : “The dental profession 
must feel extremely ashamed that the poor people—and I am speaking now 
of New York City—cannot get general dental service in the city hospitals 
and I am referring particularly to operative and prosthetic dentistry.” 

In 1936 the Sub-Committee** on Service in Dental Clinics in Greater 
New York, appointed by the Committee on Community Dental Service of 
the New York Tuberculosis and Health Association, prepared for “The 
Hospital Survey for New York” the “The Service in Dental Clinics— 
Greater New York.” I cite from page 16 the beginning of the third para- 
graph, which reads: 

“Thirteen public hospitals controlled by the Department of Hospitals 
have dental clinics serving both in-patients and out-patients. Their chief 
service, and in some instances their only service, is extraction and other oral 
surgery. 

The above applies probably to most other cities. The dental and 
hygienist’s interneships, postgraduate courses and the public spirited 
dentist with his increased desire to serve can and will make all this possible. 
We in the profession are better qualified to prepare the plans and supervise 
their execution. If we fail, we will still have to serve, but under lay super- 
vision with less efficiency and more waste of funds. 

My final recommendations are contained in the letter addressed to 
Dr. Haven Emerson, Director, The Hospital Survey for New York, by 
the above-mentioned sub-committee on June 8, 1936, from which I quote: 

“The Committee on Community Dental Service of the New York 
Tuberculosis and Health Association is pleased to transmit to you the study 
SERVICE IN DENTAL CLINICS for inclusion in The Hospital Survey 
for New York. 

* Blum, Theodor: The Dentist in the Hospital. The N. J. State Dental Journal, 
545-48, No. 3, April, 1935. ' 


** The members were: Theodor Blum, Oscar J. Chase, Jr., John T. Hanks, Chair- 
man, Pauline Warner, Staff. 
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This Committee has always been interested in community facilities 
for dental care and the promotion of dentistry as a health service. During 
the eleven years since the Committee was organized we have watched de- 
velopments in public health, and have been cheered by the increasing atten- 
tion given to dental diagnosis and treatment as an auxiliary service in the 
care of the sick, as well as a preventive measure in community health pro- 
grams. 


However, in spite of evident progress in the recognition of the benefits 
from dentistry as a health service, we are constrained in 1936 to repeat the 
same general recommendations in regard to dental service and community 
health which we have advocated since 1925: 


For the lay public :—regular dental attention for all children from 
the age of two years, and education in the importance of mouth 
hygiene, including home care, diet, and periodic examination and 
correction of beginning defects by a dentist. 


For the hospital patient :—in all instances of chronic disease, and 
in other cases where condition permits, a routine mouth examina- 
tion by a dentist to discover dental foci of infection and unhy- 
gienic conditions needing treatment ; in general anaesthesia cases, 
except in emergencies, oral prophylaxis to cleanse the mouth and 
prevent post-operative pneumonia caused by aspiration of loose 
particles in and around the teeth during prolonged anaesthesia. 


Endorsement of these principles by The Hospital Survey for New 
York will greatly advance the cooperation of physicians and dentists in 
the prevention and treatment of dental disease and the improvement of 
community health.” 

101 East 79th Street 
New York City. 


DENTAL HYGIENISTS 


The Penna. State Dental Hygienists’ Assoc. annual meeting will be 
held in Philadelphia, Pa. on January 30, 31, Feb. 1 and 2 at the Benjamin 
Franklin Hotel, 9th and Chestnut Sts. 


Don’t Forget YOUR A. D. A. Relief Fund 
[17] 
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ORAL HYGIENE AND MATERIA 
MEDICA IN CHILDREN’S DENTISTRY 


*Read before the Section on Dentistry for Children of the Second District 
Dental Society of the State of New York, January 30th, 1939. 


James E. Arcuter, Ph.G., D.D.S., F.A.C.D. 
Assistant Professor of Oral Hygiene, 
School of Dentistry, University of Pennsylvania. 
Editorial Note: 
This paper is reprinted from the April issue of the Journal of the 
Second District (of New York) Dental Society, April, 1939. Because very 
few Pennsylvania men would have an opportunity to read it in that pub- 


lication and because it is an excellent paper by a well known Pennsyl- 
vania man, your editor takes pleasure in reprinting it in full. 





This is a rather difficult subject to present to this group because there 
has been so much written on this branch of dentistry in the last few years. 

Fortunately most dentists today are considering their juvenile patients 
as an important part of their practice, and are giving much attention to 
handling them. 

When one thinks of oral hygiene in relation to children the first ques- 
tion is at what age should the mother start her child with appointments to 
the dentist. 

EsTaRLisH PROPER RELATIONSHIP 

We do not wait for the mother to ask when we first want to see her 
child. We try to ascertain the number and age of all children in each and 
every family. We advise the mother to bring her child in for a prophylaxis 
at 2% to 3 years of age. Little is done at this appointment, perhaps a little 
polishing with a porte polisher and some paste, and then a careful exami- 
nation of the teeth. If possible this work should be delegated to the hy- 
gienist. Here is the possibility of starting a splendid relationship between 
patient and dentist. 

Expectant MortHer’s Diet 

As soon as we hear there is to be a new baby in the family we inquire 
regarding the diet of the expectant mother, and check to see if she is get- 
ting sufficient calcium and vitamins, and if the obstetrician is giving cod 
liver oil or its concentrate. If the condition of the expectant mother’s 
mouth shows evidence of disturbance of the teeth or supporting structures 
we consult her physician and tactfully present the condition and ask if 
there is any objection to putting the patient on these preparations. 

Periop OF LACTATION REFLECTS ITSELF IN MouTH 

During the period of !actation there is again a strain on the mother 
which reflects itself in the mouth, and we advise continuing with calcium 
and viosterol. 
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We had a very interesting experience with a patient through three 
confinements. During the first and second, the mouth was kept in very 
good condition by seeing the patient once a month during pregnancy, and 
as soon after delivery as possible. She was carried through the period of 
lactation on the same basis. The hygienist would scale, treat and massage 
at each visit, and we kept the patient on calcium and viosterol. 

During the third pregnancy the same routine was followed, but during 
lactation she failed to return, and discontinued her calcium and viosterol. 
After six months, when she returned, we found six gingival cavities had 
developed. 

After the child arrives the mother is supplied with pamphlets regard- 
ing the eruption and the care of the baby’s teeth. 


ERUPTION OF TEETH 

We advise her regarding the eruption of teeth, and diet to some ex- 
tent, referring to the pamphlets, and tell her how to care for these teeth 
as they appear; first the incisors, here we advocate the use of a linen cloth 
wrapped around the finger, using a saturated solution of boric acid to 
clean them. 

SELECTING Proper TootH BrusH 

At 12 to 14 months when all incisors and four first molars have 
erupted we advise using a toothbrush, selecting a baby-size brush, bristles 
not too harsh. Here the use of precipitated chalk is recommended as a 
dentifrice, mixing the powder with water in the palm of the hand to form 
a paste. The child is too young to rinse the mouth or expectorate, and 
usually swallows whatever dentifrice is used. 

The chalk is an inert substance, and will do no harm. It is practically 
tasteless, and the child will not object as it would to the prepared powders 
and pastes. 

At 28 to 32 months of age when all deciduous teeth have erupted we 
start with a youth’s brush and a dentifrice, using a paste rather than a 
powder, because the child may inhale some dry powder into the throat, 
causing violent coughing. Several different flavored pastes are tried, to 
obtain one that is agreeable in taste to the individual child. I have found 
with more than one child in the family we have had to use more than one 
paste, simply because tastes vary. 


SUPERVISE THE BRUSHING OF TEETH 
Up to 6 years of age brushing should always be supervised, and we 
stress this point to the mother. At 8 years of age a larger brush is used; 
two rows of bristles, six tufts to a row. At 12 years the adult size brush, 
two rows of bristles, seven tufts to a row. 
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PRESCRIBE PARTICULAR TYPE OF BRUSH 


We very definitely prescribe a particular type of toothbrush, and do 
not simply say, “Get a toothbrush.” This applies from the very start. 

We explain why we use this type of brush, and demonstrate its use 
on the typodont as well as in the patient’s mouth, and present the brush to 
the patient. 

CaRE OF THE BrusH 

The care of the brush is explained; washing with soap and water 
after each use. The desirability of having two brushes is explained, one 
for morning and one for night. This keeps the bristles in better condition 
by allowing a twenty-four hour interval for the brush to dry. 

The toothbrush has been responsible for transmission of diphtheria 
and other diseases. We should stress the importance of having individual 
brushes. 

A toothbrush becomes septic after once using, each bristle becoming 
an innoculation needle. The toothbrush is almost unbelievably laden with 
bacteria. 

A simple and practicable method of reducing the bacterial flora to a 
minimum is shown in the experiments carried out by Appleton: washing 
brushes with tap water, saturated salt solution, dry salt, Lugol’s solution 
of iodine, and soap lather, showed the following: 

Taking the number of bacteria removable from brush after rinsing 
with tap water as 100, salt solution was about 70, dry salt 35, Lugol’s solu- 
tion 8, and soap lather 4. 

The soaps used were Tincture Green Soap, a germicide soap; Ivory 
Soap, and Life Buoy Soap, and no one proved to be better than the other. 
The soap lather should be worked thoroughly to the base of the bristles, 
then rinse with cold water and hang up to dry. 


STILLMAN-McCALL METHOD oF BRUSHING 


Up to this time we have advocated the Stillman-McCall method of 
brushing, which as you all know, is up on the lower and down on the upper 
teeth; which also includes occlusal brushing which we emphasize. We 
explain to the parent and child why this particular part of the brushing is 
so important. Chiefly because highest incidence of caries is here. 

At 12 years we advance to a more complicated method of brushing, 
and here the patient is given a chart which explains the brushing in, detail 
and carries illustrations. To make it more emphatic we brush the patient’s 
teeth and have patient watch in the hand mirror, then the patient goes 
through the motion in his or her own mouth. 

(To be continued) 
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DENTAL CENTENARY CELEBRATION 


BALTIMORE, MARYLAND, MARCH 38, 19, 20, 1940 





LocaL ARRANGEMENTS 

The extensive plans of the Local Arrangements Committee are now 
nearing completion. The Lord Baltimore Hotel will be used as headquar- 
ters and will house all those taking an active part in the program. The 
morning, or general, sessions and the pageant during the evenings will be 
held in a large theatre, which is easily accessible from all the downtown 
hotels. All the rest of the program will be presented in the Armory of the 
Maryland Fifth Regiment. This commodious and well appointed building 
is within walking distance of the main hotels. It will provide ample space 
for all the Scientific Essay Sections, motion pictures, etc., and still leave 
one entire floor 200 x 300 feet for the Historical and Commercial Exhibits. 
The lecture rooms will be especially equipped with amplifiers and acoustic 
properties. The large booths to house the Historical Exhibits will be de- 
signed in size and decoration for effective presentation of individual exhib- 
its. Each booth will be provided with glass cases for the showing of priceless 
dental relics, rare documents and books. A restaurant will be installed and 
rest rooms provided, accommodations which make it possible for the visitors 
to spend the entire day in the building. 


Arrangements are being made to have twenty noted visiting dentists 
deliver addresses before local civic clubs and the high schools, and over the 
radio. These men, who will speak on health topics, dental progress and 
aims, are being relied upon largely to carry to the public the message of 
the profession on its Centenary. 


It is evident that there will be little opportunity for relaxation for 
those interested in the historical and scientific aspects of dentistry ; never- 
theless extensive plans are being made for the entertainment of the ladies 
and those less vitally interested in the program. Golf and trap shooting 
matches will be held. On Tuesday night there will be a dinner dance for 
those who have already seen the Pageant on the night before. There will 
be a tour of Baltimore enabling visitors to see the original site of the Balti- 
more College of Dental Surgery, Edgar Allan Poe’s grave, which is visited 
annually by many thousands, Johns Hopkins Hospital, the Washington 
Monument, the first erected to the Father of our Country, and historic 
Fort MeHenry, where Francis Scott Key wrote the immortal words of the 
“Star Spangled Banner.” This tour will conclude with a bridge luncheon 
for the ladies. Another tour is being planned to visit Annapglis and the 
U.S. Naval Academy. Annapolis still maintains its quaint early American 
atmosphere through its well preserved examples of colonial architecture 
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and its narrow streets. Some of the residences which have been voted the 
finest specimens of their period may be inspected. Here also may be seen 
the colonial Capitol of Maryland, in which Washington resigned his com- 
mission in the Army at the end of the Revolution. 


It is the goal of the Local Arrangements Committee to provide com- 
fort for all Centennial visitors to make their stay in Baltimore one of the 
happiest memories of their lives. 


MoRNING SESSIONS 

The three morning sessions of the Centenary Celebration will be held 
in Ford’s Theatre. Each of the meetings will have a significant and inter- 
esting program and will constitute an important part of the Celebration. 
These general sessions will be addressed by noted speakers from the dental 
and medical professions and from other walks of life. 

The opening session will be presided over by Dr. B. Lucien Brun, Gen- 
eral Chairman of the Dental Centenary Celebration. Addresses of welcome 
will be made by Herbert R. O’Conor, Governor of Maryland, by Howard 
W. Jackson, Mayor of Baltimore, and by Dr. H. C. Byrd, President of the 
University of Maryland. The principal speaker will be an educator of 
national prominence, who will sound the keynote of the Centenary. 

In the session of Tuesday morning all branches of health service will 
be represented. The American Dental Association, the state dental associa- 
tions, the allied dental bodies, and all other prominent health organizations 
will send official delegates, who will present greetings from the respective 
groups. Dr. Arthur Merritt, President of the American Dental Association, 
will be Honorary Chairman on this occasion. The principal address will be 
delivered by Dr. Thomas Parran, Surgeon General of the United States 
Public Health Service. His subject will be “Dentistry as a Health Service.” 

On Wednesday morning the University of Maryland will hold an 
Academic Convocation, impressive features of which will be the large 
and colorful academic procession and the conferring of honorary degrees. 
In this session universities, colleges and other educational institutions, as 
well as foreign, national and state dental bodies, will join in commemorat- 
ing the founding of the Baltimore College of Dental Surgery, the first den- 
tal school in the world. Dr. Raymond A. Kent, President of the University 
of Louisville, will address the convocation on “The Relation of Dental 
Education to the University Program.” 


THe HIstoricAL DRAMA 


The principal attraction of the various activities arranged for the eve- 
nings of the Centenary Celebration will be an historical drama to be pre- 
sented at Ford’s Theatre. 
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Written and produced by men of wide theatrical experience and acted 
by a large and capable cast, the dramatic presentation will be a notable 
feature of an eminently inclusive and interesting program. 

The drama will be a cavalcade of American Dentistry, with Horace 
Hayden as the central and coordinating character. Beginning in 1780 with 
a scene laid in a field dressing-station near Yorktown, and ending in 1940 
with a scene laid in a modern dental office, the story of the rugged road 
American dentistry has travelled will be told in twenty-five colorful and 
dramatic episodes. The blundering ignorance of the early itinerant prac- 
titioners ; the leadership of the pioneers who accepted the challenge of scep- 
ticism and abuse ; the worth and genius of the great characters who founded 
the elements of the dental triad of education, organization and literature— 
these features of dental progress form the highlights of the drama. Among 
the leading dental figures to be depicted are Horace Hayden, Chapin Har- 
ris, Joseph Lemaire, Josiah Flagg, James Gardette, John Greenwood, Rob- 
ert Arthur, Horace Wells, John Riggs, Eleazar Parmly, John Lovejoy, 
Elisha Baker, Elisha Townsend, and Samuel White. George Washingtgon, 
Lafayette, and Francis Scott Key are included among the lay characters 
who contribute effective background to the various scenes. 

& 


REFRESHER COURSES 


The State Department of Health, through the Dental Division, is going 
to sponsor a series of Refresher Courses in Children’s Dentistry to run 
concurrently in the Dental Schools of the University of Pennsylvania, 
University of Pittsburgh and Temple University. They will start about 
February first. 

The plan has been accepted by the three dental schools and we have 
been assured of their full cooperation. These courses will be open to den- 
tists now working in children’s clinics which are sponsored by local School 
Boards, Boards of Health or other tax-supported agencies. They will be so 
arranged that ten men will be in attendance at one time, and will run for 
five days. 

The expenses will be borne by the Department of Health and, in addi- 
tion, each dentist taking the course will be allowed straight railroad fare 
from his home to either Philadelphia or Pittsburgh, whichever city is the 
nearer. 

Applicants will make their own arrangements for board and lodging, 
and will pay for these items themselves. 

The idea of the Refresher Course in Children’s Dentistry sponsored 
by a State Department of Health is not new. These courses are usually 
given as one day courses, in various centers throughout the State. We are 


[ 24] 














STATE DENTAL JOURNAL 





trying a new plan of sending men to a dental school, where we are sure 
that the facilities for giving post-graduate instruction are all that they 
should be, and we believe there will be considerable stimulating effect in 
once more becoming a student in a dental school. All men who feel they 
are eligible to take this course are urged to communicate with the Dental 
Division of the State Department of Health at once. 


MONTHLY REPORT OF THE BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES AND HARRISBURG OFFICE 


On Sunday, December 17, 1939, the Board of Trustees held an all-day 
special meeting to dispose of accumulated Society business. A majority of 
the Board agreed that more frequent meetings of the Board are necessary 
to properly supervise the Society’s affairs. 

The Executive Secretary and staff have been unusually busy during 
the month with routine duties at the office and affairs concerning the Annual 
Cruise Convention at Erie next June. Also considerable clerical work was 
taken care of for the Committee on Law Enforcement and the Member- 
ship Committee. 

During the period covered by this report, November 20th to December 
20th, 334 pieces of mail were received and 864 pieces mailed from this 
office, including notices for some component societies. 

The membership figures as of December 20, 1939, are: 

Tete members for 1660... eee 
nes RIS SOU DOOR ann niin 593 
NOTE: 

As ordered by the Board of Trustees at their recent special meeting, 
there will appear in each issue of our JOURNAL, a brief summary of the 
activities of both the Board of Trustees and the Harrisburg Office. 

C. J. HoLiister, 
Executive Secretary. 
December 27, 1939. 
6 


CROOZE NOOZ 


Erie has waited seventy-two years for the opportunity to be host to 
the Pennsylvania State Dental Society Annual Convention. 

Three score and twelve years of careful planning, four score less eight 
years of systematic preparation places us in a position to present an unusual 
meeting that will be highly educational, invigoratingly recreational and 
soothingly restful. 
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Picture yourself aboard a luxurious floating convention hotel, the 
S. S. South American, gliding comfortably over the world’s most pictur- 
esque inland waterways, our Great Lakes. 

The mid-June sky overhead. Gentle, refreshing early summertime 
breezes. A variety of Nature’s handiwork, exhibited only in the fresh, vital 
month of June. A pre-breakfast promenade. Nine times around the deck 
equals a mile . . . equals an appetizer . . . equals a craving to do great deeds. 

Entertainment from morn till the end of the night. Shuffle-board, deck 
sports, cards, music, dancing. Fresh air, a carefully selected dental pro- 
gram, cabaret entertainment for a night cap. 

Turn to your November State Journal if you wish to review the itin- 
erary. 

If your name is not on the list of “CROOSE WHO” remember that 
Harrisburg Holly is not the ornamental type of holly. He is anxious to 
serve you. 

A worthwhile New Year resolution: “I can and will attend the gala 
1940 Pennsylvania State Dental Society Cruise Convention at Ye Olde 
Erie.” 

A reservation coupon is attached for your immediate convenience. 
Time marches on! 
Accommodations limited. 
Fill in, “Doctor and Mrs.” 
Wishing you a Snappy (Cruisy) New Year, 
P. H. RicHArDson, 
Cruise Reporter. 


SEVENTY-SECOND ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE 
DenTAL Society, Erte, PENNSYLVANIA, JUNE 13, 14, 15, 16, 1940. 
Commodore Clarke J. Hollister, 

217 State Street, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. 

Enter my reservation for our WONDER CRUISE CONVENTION. 


(Toronto and Thousand Islands)............persons. Two persons to room. 
Rate : $34.50 per person. 


Signature ........ EIS Ns 


Address ......... Spe Me Be St Me RN RI 


NOTE: Ten dollars per person, deposit, must accompany this request. 
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THE GLOBE TROTTER 


THE CLINICAL USE oF SULFAMETHYLTHIAZOL IN INFECTIONS CAUSED BY 
STAPHYLOCOCCUS AUREUS: PRELIMINARY REPORT 
By W. E. Herrell and A. E. Brown 


Herrell and Brown discuss the various sulfamido compounds now 
available in the treatment of various fulminating infections including septi- 
cemia. They discuss a compound “sulfathiozal” and especially a methylated 
derivative known as “sulfamethylthiazol.” 

Observations from experimental use seem to indicate its marked effec- 
tiveness against Staphylococcus Aureus and there is preliminary evidence 
that individuals may receive sulfamethylthiazol without experiencing toxic 
manifestations. 

(Proc. of the Staff Meetings of the Mayo Clinic, 14:753, Nov. 29, 1939) 





THE CHARACTERISTICS OF FACIAL PAIN IN TYPICAL AND ATYPICAL TRI- 
GEMINAL NEURALGIA 
By F. H. Lewy 

The author gives a picture of a patient with typical trigeminal neu- 
ralgia, describing vividly the paroxysms of pain, the misery and despair of 
the sufferer. 

With the atypical type of neuralgias, the pain is not paroxysmal but 
rather a constant, lasting pain. The pain is not confined to the distribution 
of the trigeminal divisions and the patients do not benefit under a retro- 
gasserian neurotomy. (Annals of Dentistry, VI: 129, Sept. 1939) 


EXPERIMENTAL CHRONIC CADMIUM POISONING 
By Robert H. Wilson and Floyd DeEds 

For the purpose of studying the toxicity of chronically ingested cad- 
mium, albino rats were fed an adequate diet to which cadmium chloride 
had been added. Three symptoms of toxicity were observed, amongst which 
was noted a bleaching of the enamel of the incisor teeth. The bleaching is 
similar to, if not identical with, that produced by fluorides. The degree of 
bleaching was proportional to the dosage of cadmium. 


(Science, 90: 498, Nov. 24, 1939) 


THE CLOSING OF SOME DENTAL LABORATORIES 
(Forcign Letter) 
Bucharest—The Minister of Public Health has ordered the closing of 
123 dental laboratories which were conducted by dental technicians in vio- 
lation of the law. A long controversy existed between dental surgeons and 
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dental technicians. There was much litigation which ended in 1930 by the 
issue of the Moldovan Law. As 123 dental technicians did not fulfil the 
requirements of the law, the Minister of Health ordered their laboratories 
to be closed. (J.A.M.A., 113 :1966, Nov. 25, 1039) 


NITRAZENE TEST OF SALIVA 

To the Editor :—Of what value is the nitrazene test of saliva in de- 
termining the body pH, etc., etc. ? 

Answer :—The nitrazene test is a rough test for the pH of body fluids. 
The phenol red test, if properly applied, is more accurate. The phenol red 
solution is prepared by grinding in a mortar 0.03 Gm. of pure dye with 
0.86 cc. of tenth normal sodium hydroxide and diluting the final solution 
to 100 cc. with distilled water. To apply the test, collect about 5 cc. of saliva 
by expectorating into a test tube containing 2 cc. of neutral liquid petro- 
latum. Take 4 cc. of.the saliva and add 0.2 cc. of the phenol red indicator 
solution. It is best to compare the color with standards of different pH 
values containing the same amount of phenol red, A color chart is pub- 
lished by William Clark in his Determination of Hydrogen Ion Concentra- 
tion. (J.A.M.A., 113 :2260, Dec. 16, 1939) 


Lupwic’s ANGINA 

To the Editor:—Is there any evidence that Ludwig’s angina ever 
assumes epidemic proportions, etc., etc. ? M. D., Pennsylvania 
Answer :—No evidence has been found that Ludwig’s angina ever 
assumes epidemic proportions. While cervical cellulitis was common in 
the World War, Ludwig’s angina was not, and did not complicate oral 
injuries. The causative organisms vary and are not regarded with any more 

concern in the operating room than any other acute infection. 
(J.A.M.A., 113, 2260, Dec. 16, 1939) 


THE PLATFORM OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
The American Medical Association advocates : 
1. The establishment of an agency of the federal government under 
which shall be coordinated and administered all medical and health func- 
tions of the federal government exclusive of those of the Army and Navy. 


2. The allotment of such funds as the Congress may make available 
to any state in actual need, for the prevention of disease, the promotion of 
health and the care of the sick or proof of such need. 

3. The principle that the care of the public health.and the provision 
of medical service to the sick is primarily a local responsibility. 


[ 28 ] 








STATE DENTAL JOURNAL 





4. The development of a mechanism for meeting the needs of expan- 
sion of preventive medical services with local determination of needs and 
local control of administration. 

5. The extension of medical care for the indigent and the medically 
indigent with local determination of needs and local control of administra- 
tion. : 

6. In the extension of medical services to all the people, the utmost 
utilization of qualified medical and hospital facilities already established. 

7. The continued development of the private practice of medicine, 
subject to such changes as may be necessary to maintain the quality of 
medical services and to increase their availability. 

8. Expansion of public health and medical services consistent with 
the American system of democracy. (J.A.M.A., 113 :1966, Nov. 25, 1939) 


NUTRITIVE VALUE OF POWDERED WHOLE MILK 
By R. C. Hutchison 

The author determined the nutritive value of a popular brand of pow- 
dered whole milk which is prepared in Australia from fresh Australian 
milk. It is no more expensive than fresh milk, and its keeping qualities are 
excellent. The study was done on samples bought in the open market and 
the milk was reconstituted according to directions. This was done by add- 
ing water. 

The powdered milk so treated had a flat taste and a somewhat bleached 
appearance. The nutritive value, however, compared favorably both from 
a chemical and biological aspect with that of fresh whole milk. The flat 
taste could be somewhat improved by shaking the milk in a closed glass 
container and permitting air to come in contact with it occasionally during 
the shaking process. (Med. J. of Australia, 2:393, Sept. 9, 1939) 


PROJECT IS PROPOSED TO MEET DENTAL NEED 
Editorial Note: 
The following article, reprinted from the New York Times, is pre- 
sented without comment—write your own! 


California Dean Launches Plan to Teach Simple Technique 


SAN FRANCISCO (UP)—With an estimated 42,700,000 children 
and young adults in the United States, nearly all of whom require some 
dental attention, Dean Guy S. Mulberry of the University of California’s 
College of Dentistry has launched a project for making this possible. 

His proposals cover two aspects of the situation, as follows: 

(Continued on Page 28) 
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BOOK REVIEW 


DISEASES OF THE MouUTH 


By Sterling V. Mead, D.D.S., B.S., M.S., Washington, D. C. With 633 Illustrations 
in the Text and 63 Color Plates. Fifth Edition. St. Louis. The C. V. Mosby Co., 
Pages 1059. Price $12.50. 


“Diseases of the Mouth,” now in its fifth edition, has been revised and 
augmented by five new chapters. According to the publishers, the text con- 
tent of the book has been increased by nearly 40 per cent. and about 200 
new illustrations have been added of which 23 are in color. 

Ina sense, Sterling Mead’s “Diseases of the Mouth” is a book of books. 
The author has not only drawn upon his own rich experiences as a busy 
practitioner, but upon the vast experiences of hundreds of others. The 
subject matter treated in this volume is encyclopedic in scope. This is both 
an advantage and a disadvantage. Much that one wishes to refer to, one will 
find in “Diseases of the Mouth.” Because of the vastness of the undertak- 
ing, however, some of the chapters are undertreated and inadequate. For 
example, the chapters on periodontal diseases, diseases of the dental pulp, 
and diseases of the tongue could well stand a more detailed presentation. 
At present they appear to be incomplete. Most of the chapters are ade- 
quately treated, however, the chapter on “Stomatitis” being unusually 
complete. 





In “Diseases of the Mouth” are discussed the diseases of the various 
structures of the mouth, including both hard and soft tissues. The etiology, 
pathology, diagnosis, prognosis and treatment of diseases of the teeth, 
gums, tongue, lips and maxille are considered in more than a thousand 
pages of text and illustrations. Some idea of the scope of the book can be 
gleaned from its list of 39 chapter headings, as follows: Diagnosis ; Roent- 
genograms ; Photography; Diagnosis of Pulp Vitality; Transillumination 
of the Teeth and Gums; Bacteriologic Examination ; Laboratory Examina- 
tion; Disorders of the Enamel, Dentin, and Cementum; Dentition ; Abnor- 
malities of the Teeth; General Oral Conditions ; Endocrine Dysfunctions ; 
Malocclusion, (Revised by O. A. Oliver, R. E. Irish, C. R. Wood) ; Saliva ; 
Localization on Unerupted Teeth, Impacted Teeth, and Foreign Bodies; 
Impacted and Unerupted Teeth; Periodontal Diseases; Diseases of the 
Dental Pulp ; Periapical Diseases of Teeth; Pulpless Teeth ; Specific Infec- 
tious Diseases ; Nonspecific Infectious Diseases ; Infections of the Floor of 
the Mouth and of the Neck; Diseases of the Blood and Blood Vessels ; Dis- 
eases of the Nerves ; Diseases of the Lip; Diseases of the Tongue ; Diseases 
of the Throat ; Diseases of the Salivary Glands and Their Ducts; Diseases 
of the Maxillary Sinus; Congenital Deformities of the Lip and Palate; 
Stomatitis ; Diseases and Disorders of the Mandibular Joint and Muscles of 
Mastication; Diseases of Maxillary Bones; Fracture; Tumors; Cvsts; 
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Temperatures; Relationship of Oral Sepsis and Systemic Disturbances. 
The book is profusely illustrated by nearly 700 figures, 63 of which 
are in color. A rich bibliography of more than 1300 references serves as a 
valuable reference library for collateral reading on each of the oral diseases 
considered. 
THE 1939 YEAR Book oF DENTISTRY 
Edited by Charles G. Darlington, M.D., Howard C: Miller, D.D.S., George R. 


Moore, D.D.S., M.S., George W. Wilson, D.D.S., Walter H. Wright, D.D.S., Ph.D. 
Year Book Publishers, Inc., Chicago. Pages 792. Price $3.00. 


The appearance of the Year Book is beginning to be looked for with 
pleasant anticipation by many dentists. The three previous releases on 
dentistry by the Year Book publishers have proved their value and the 
Year Book of Dentistry is beginning to take its place among the Year Books 
of the medical specialties as an established institution. 

To those not already acquainted with the Year Book of Dentistry, 
it might best be described as the Readers Digest of dentistry. In concise, 
readable form, more than 200 papers published in this country and abroad 
are abstracted. The subject matter is divided into five sections, as follows: 
(1) Diseases of the Mouth, Pathology and Research; (2) Operative Den- 
tistry; (3) Oral Surgery; (4) Prosthetic Dentistry; (5) Orthodontics. 
Each section is under the direction of a capable editor. Much of the subject 
matter dealt with is related to every-day dentistry : discussions of the tech- 
nic of making amalgam, silicate or gold fillings; gold inlays; cavity prepa- 
ration ; partial and full denture work; anesthesia ; oral surgery ; and ortho- 
dontics. In this manner the entire field of dentistry is covered. Short, crisp 
editorial comment, sometimes critical, sometimes commendatory, help the 
reader to form more seasoned opinions of the articles read. 

Every progressive dentist will find the Year Book a mine of valuable 
dental information and a stimulus to better dental practice. 

& 
(Continued from Page 25) 

First, the training in a two-year course of thousands of persons who 
could take care of all minor dental work such as cleaning teeth, minor 
extractions and minor fillings. 

Second, the creation of an elementary dental equipment that would 
not exceed more than $100 in cost that would enable these newly trained 
dentists to begin work. 

The equipment, he declares, would consist merely of a comfortable, 
durable, form-fitting pressed steel chair, with a few attachments. The proj- 
ect, he said, would count on the setting up of 100,000 such dental centers 
within the next decade. 

They would be installed in public buildings and schools and even nurses 
and physicians should be provided with this elementary equipment. 
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DISTRICT NEWS 


FIRST DISTRICT 


Benjamin Benedict 





District Editor 

Eastern Dental Society, meeting Thursday, January 4, 1940, Bellevue- 
Stratford Hotel, Broad and Walnut Streets, Philadelphia. 

Essayist—Dr. Theodor Rosebury, Assistant Professor of Bacteriology 
in the College of Physicians and Surgeons, Columbia University. 

Subject—“The General Problem of Dental Caries.” 

Pennsylvania Association of Dental Surgeons, meeting Tuesday, Janu- 
ary 9, 1940, at 8:15 P. M., Bellevue-Stratford Hotel, Broad and Walnut 
Streets, Philadelphia. 

This meeting will consist of a Symposium on Orthodontia given by the 
Philadelphia Orthodontist Society. 


SECOND DISTRICT 
s ° Chas. L. R. Myers 
DENTAL SOCIETY OF CHESTER AND DELAWARE COUNTIES 

The regular November meeting of the Dental Society of Chester and 
Delaware Counties was held at the Y. M. C. A. in Coatesville, Penna. Dr. 
Kimber E. Vought presided over the fifty members present. 

The clinic for the afternoon was supplied by our own Clinic Club; 
Dr. John Heinekin was in charge. Dr. T. L. Lumis read a paper on the 
“Advantages of Immediate Insertion of Dentures.” Dr,,G. Bousum..ob- 
tained the patient and read a short paper; Dr. S. W. Mackie described the 
technique in obtaining the impression; Drs. Chermol and Pflafker did the 
extractions. The case was very successful and proved to be a very fine 
clinic. 

After an excellent turkey dinner, during which Dr. Ridgeway pre- 
sented all those present with a rose boutonniere, Dr. Walls explained some 
of the points of the Wagner Health Bill. A general discussion followed. 
Joun M. Zook, 3RD. 


District Editor 


LEHIGH VALLEY DENTAL SOCIETY 

The regular monthly meeting of the Lehigh Valley Dental Society was 
held at Hotel Bethlehem on December 18th. Forty members attended the 
dinner. Following the business meeting Dr. Hess introduced the three mem- 
bers of the staff at St. Luke’s Hospital who presented a symposium on the 
relationship between Dentistry and Medicine. 

Dr. H. I. Fisher, Chief Internist, spoke on “Dentistry in Medicine.” 
Dr. H. A. Rothrock, Pathologist, presented his topic on “Streptococcus 
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Veridans.” Dr. Henry Erwin, Assistant Chief Optomologist, then spoke 
on “Ocular and Dental Pathology.” After the questions and discussion 
which followed, the speakers were given a rising vote of thanks for their 
excellent presentations. Sixty-five members attended the meeting. 

The next meeting will be held at Easton, January 15th. The speaker 
will be Dr. B. I. Comroe, who will speak on “What the Physician Should 
Know About Dentistry.” J. J. SHILLIs 

® 


THIRD DISTRICT 
District Editor ° ° ° ° E. Harold Finnerty 


At a meeting of the Executive Committee Thursday evening, Novem- 
ber 16th, in Wilkes-Barre, it was decided to have a past Presidents’ dinner 
in January and to make it an annual affair. The committee in charge ap- 
pointed by Dr. C. B. Watrous, president, follows: Ben Shair, chairman, 
and E. Harold Finnerty, D. A. Swift, Stanley Grabowski, and Saul Levy. 
Any member desiring to attend this dinner may make reservations: with 
the committee. It will be stag. 


LACKAWANNA County District DENTAL SOCIETY 

The Lackawanna County District Society held their regular meeting 
Monday, November 27th, at 8:30 P. M. in the Chamber of Commerce 
building. Dr. Stewart Kabnick, F. A. I. C., of Philadelphia, was the clini- 
cian. His subject was “The Treatment of Septic Roots.” [Editorial Note: 
Dr. Kabnick probably failed to mention that he was the subject of the report 
printed by the Council on Dental Therapeutics in J. A. D. A., May 1935, 
page 850. Evidently this article was missed by the Lackawanna Program 
Chairman.] The Lackawanna County District Auxiliary had a luncheon 
meeting Tuesday, December 5th, in the Deitrick, at 1:00 P. M. This was 
the annual meeting and election of officers for 1940 was held. Cards were 
played following the meeting. 


HAZLETON DENTAL SOCIETY 

The annual joint meeting of physicians and dentists of Hazleton was 
held in the Altamont Hotel in November. Dr. N. H. Holman, president of 
the dental society, was the presiding officer and Dr. F. W. Davison of 
Danville, was the main speaker. 

Dr. Davison, who was introduced by Dr. J. J. Falvello, gave an inter- 
esting talk on “Medical Problems of Interest to the Physician and the 
Dentist.” 


Following the address, an open discussion followed. A buffet luncheon 
was served. 
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The following men were present: Drs. J. R. Dyson, L. Vercusky, 
Taggart, Hoffman, W. Gallagher, R. Krakusin, Mhley, Kozik, Apfelbaum, 
Whalen, Fescina, O. R. Hoch, M. S. Hoch, B. Shupack, Coll, Matsko, 
Coyle, Falvell, Holman, Mumaw, Matthews, Peters, Bonnaci, Martyak, 
Shreiner, C. MacAloose, Mras, J. MacAloose, M. Corrigan, Seidel, Tre- 
vaskis, Stish, J. M. Dyson, Raddin, Longo, Richie, Libener, Kutz, Everett, 
Eshelman, Kudlich, Burkhardt, Lupold, Alexis, Barager, 


W. N. GALLAGHER 


LACKAWANNA County District DENTAL SOCIETY 

Election of officers for the coming year was the main event of the 
December meeting held on the 18th in the Chamber of Commerce building, 
Scranton. The officers elected were: 

President—Saul Levy. 

President-elect—E. Harold Finnerty. 

Vice-Pres.—J. J. Lucas. 

Secretary—George Kulczycki. 

Treasurer—Allan Davis. 

Board of Directors: S. Grabowski, Chairman, J. H. Corcoran, T. J. 
Kennedy, P. J. Gallagher, Jos. Newman. 





Arrangements are being made for the annual dinner-dance; the time 
and place will be announced as soon as possible. 
FE. HAROLD FINNERTY 


FOURTH DISTRICT 
District Editor . . . . Paul W. Metzger 


READING DENTAL SOCIETY 


Col. Beverly Epes, Dental Corps, U. S. A., Medical Field Service 
School, Carlisle Barracks, was the speaker at the December meeting held 
at the University Club. His subject was “Fractures of the Jaw for the 
General Practitioner.” 


The January meeting, to be heid Monday evening, January 8th, will 
be the occasion for the annual election of officers. 


Because the Philadelphia County Society meeting in February con- 
flicts with the traditional date for our annual banquet, this dinner will also 
be held in January. Thursday, January 25th is the day; Wyomissing Club 
the place, and Dr. Herbert Ely Williams of Red Bank, N. J., the speaker. 
There will be no afternoon meeting; 6:30 P. M. is the time set for the 
dinner. 
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SCHUYLKILL DENTAL SOCIETY 

At the Greater New York meeting December 4 to 8, Dr. James R. 
Cameron, (Oral Surgeon at the Pennsylvania Hospital in Philadelphia), 
gave an illustrated lecture, “Oral Surgery in Everyday Practice”, covering 
many of the everyday surgical and exodontia problems which arise in the 
general practitioner’s office as well as in the practice of the surgical spe- 
cialist. 

The Schuylkill Dental Society was indeed very fortunate in having 
Dr. Cameron give this same lecture at a special meeting at the Necho Allen 
Hotel, Pottsville, Wednesday, Dec. 13. 

The officers of the society are: President, T. J. Tacelosky; Vice- 
President, Russel Warne ; Secretary, Karl R. Albert. Program Committee: 
J. J. Gorman, J. F. Bonavich, H. L. Logan. 

* 
FIFTH DISTRICT 
District Editor ° " ° ° Paul E. Bomberger 

Dr. A. M. Stinson, President of the Fifth District, is making his com- 
mittee appointments for the year and has called a meeting of the general 
committee of the district for January 2nd at 8 P. M. 


KARL R. ALBERT 


HARRISBURG DENTAL SOCIETY 
The December meeting was featured by splendid talks by four of our 
own members. Drs. C. Stanley Holmes, Richard D. Crowley, Carey O. 
Miller, and S. H. Yoffe were the speakers. 
The annual dinner will be held at the Carlisle Country Club Friday 
evening, January 12, 1940, at 7:30 P. M. An unusual program will be pre- 
sented in addition to the extra fine dinner. 


HARRIS SOCIETY OF LANCASTER 
Lancaster had the Fournet-Tuller Technique colored pictures for their 
December meeting. Three new members have been taken in so far this fall; 
C. G. Gable and Alexander P. Luer of Lancaster and Luther P. Fetter of 
Elizabethtown. 
The annual banquet will be held on January 16 at the Arcade Grill, 
West Orange Street, Lancaster. 


SEVENTH DISTRICT 
District Editor ‘ ° ‘ ° J. L. Porias 


The Central Pennsylvania Seventh District Dental Society will hold 
its annual meeting on March 4th, 5th and 6th, 1940, at the Fort Stanwix 
Hotel in Johnstown. President Matthews and his committees are work- 
ing hard and we expect one of our very best meetings at that time. 


[ 36] 





STATE DENTAL JOURNAL 





CAMBRIA COUNTY DENTAL SOCIETY 


The Cambria County Dental Society held its November meeting in the 
dining room of the Y. M. C. A. on Monday evening the 20th. Officers 
elected to serve for the coming year were W. J. Barto, President; R. B. 
Neff, President-elect ; R. P. Morgan, Sec.-Treas. ; and E. J. Cornelius and 
W. M. Grove members of Council. J. D. Boucher of St. Michael was taken 
in as a new member. It was decided to make the December meeting a “stag” 
affair at the American Legion Home. 

The bowling enthusiasts among the members are organizing a team 
to play matches with the physicians. 

The dentists of Johnstown have been having some trouble in compen- 
sation cases in which the insurance was carried by a certain company. The 
agent for the company tried to compel patients with mouth injuries to go 
to a certain dentist. Payment was refused in three cases when the injured 
refused to go to this dentist and went to their own dentist instead. The 
society decided to engage a lawyer to fight these cases. Attorney Harry E. 
Simmons of Johnstown was retained and he gave a report at this meeting 
of these three cases. All three cases were won before the compensation 
referee, appealed on a technicality by the carrier to the Compensation 
Board, and the decision of the referee sustained. In all three cases the em- 
ployer had told the injured employee to go to any dentist they desired. It is 
important to any dentist, who has a patient come in with a mouth injury, 
to be certain that it is agreeable with the employer of the injured for them 
to do the work. 

Mr. Paul Mumma of Harrisburg then showed some very fine colored 
motion pictures of the Fournet-Tuller technique for taking full mouth 
impressions. From these pictures, their technique certainly seems good. 

At the meeting of the Ladies Auxiliary of the Cambria County Dental 
Society held the same evening as the men, the following officers were 
elected for the coming year: President, Mrs. Thomas Ling; President- 
elect, Mrs. Robert Koehler; Social Secretary, Mrs. Robert Neff; Secre- 
tary-Treasurer, Mrs. Howard Dunegan. 


The Cambria County Dental Society held its Christmas Stag banquet 
at the American Legion Home in Johnstown on the evening of December 
18th. After the “eats,” Mr. J. J. McDermitt of Altoona entertained the 
group with some very fine feats of magic and sleight of hand. Dr. Yezequel 
of Colver and Dr. J. D. Boucher of St. Michael won the turkeys which 
were door prizes. 

The Women’s Auxiliary held their meeting the same night at the 
Capitol Hotel. After dinner they exchanged Christmas gifts and then 
heard some Christmas readings by Mrs. A. F. Doyle. The balance of the 
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evening was spent playing bridge. A new member, Mrs. John H. Bell of 
Windber, was taken in at this meeting. 

We hear that there is a possibility that the Somerset County Dental 
Society may come to life again. We hope it is so and that they send in some 
news. 

The North Cambria Dental Society held its annual Ladies night at the 
Brandon Hotel in Spangler on the evening of Dec. 6th. After dinner, the 
evening was spent playing bridge and cinch. Before the dinner there was a 
short business meeting at which the following officers were elected for the 
coming year. President, H. B. Denny, Spangler; President-elect, R. A. 
Yezequel, Colver; and Sec.-Treas., H. B. Kerr of Barnesboro. 

e 
NINTH DISTRICT 
District Editor . . . . Dr. Fred M. Holstein 

A meeting of the House of Delegates of the Ninth District Dental 
Society was held at the home of Dr. G. S. Phillips, President of the state 
society, Meadville, the afternoon of December 2. Erie, Crawford, Law- 
rence and Mercer counties were represented. Committees were appointed 
for the coming year by Dr. A. G. Reynolds, President of the Ninth District. 

The annual district spring meeting, usually held at Cambridge Springs, 
will be eliminated from the 1940 program in deference to the Cruise Meet- 
ing of the state society which is being sponsored by the Ninth District. 

Dr. Phillips reported at length on state society matters of interest to 
the delegates. 

Other routine business was transacted. 

After the meeting a delicious buffet supper was served. 


Woman’s AUXILIARY TO THE ERIE CoUNTy DENTAL SOCIETY 

The monthly meeting of the Woman’s Auxiliary was held on Novem 
ber 10 in the home of Dr. and Mrs. J. B. Balthaser. Following the business 
meeting, which was presided over by Mrs. J. B. Arrowsmith, a musical 
was presented. The musical program included vocal, piano and violin selec- 
tions. At the conclusion of the program, tea was served by the following 
committee: Mrs. P. H. Richardson, Chairman, Mrs. E. G. Engelskirger, 
Mrs. J. H. Kelsey, Mrs. E. J. Reichel, Mrs. J. S. Swan, Mrs. C. N. Fiero, 
and Mrs. C. C. Fish. 

The December meeting was a dinner meeting with the members of 
the Erie County Dental Society. Mrs. K. L. Davis, Sec’y 


Erie County 
The December meeting of the Erie County Dental Society was held in 
the Lawrence Hotel, December 13, 1939. 
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Modern Laboratory Service 
Means Intelligent Planning 


and Accurate Technic 


Proper Handling of Your Restorations - - - 

Whether Gold - - - Ticonium - - - or Plain 

Vulcanites Requires Skill and Equipment that 
Is Modern and Up to Date 


No Other Laboratory Is Better Equipped or 
Manned to Render a Complete Laboratory 


Service From Pick-up to Delivery 


Axelrod-Beacon Dental Labs. Inc. 
507-14 MEDICAL ARTS BUILDING PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
“The House That Service Built’ 
RITTENHOUSE 1776-7 


ee 
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This meeting was held in conjunction with the Auxiliary of the Dental 
Society. 

The speaker for the evening was Dr. Ohl of Pittsburgh who spoke on 
his recent tour around the world, including some dental items as well as 
many other interesting experiences which occurred on this trip. Dr. Ohl 
spent a year on this trip so he had plenty to talk about that was interesting 
to all of us. 

Due to the fact that this was our meeting nearest to Christmas we had 
a turkey dinner with all the trimmings. 

W. W. Ramsey, Sec’y 


CRAWFORD COUNTY 
The December meeting of the Crawford County Dental Society was 
held at the Kepler Hotel, Meadville, Pa., on Tuesday, December 12, 1939. 
Dr. J. W. Whiteman of Mercer, Pa., gave a clinic on “Orthodontia 
for the General Practitioner.” 
H. H. DeGRANGE, Sec’y 


MERCER COUNTY 
The December meeting of the Mercer County Dental Society was held 
December 28 at the Village Inn, Sandy Lake, Pa. 
A clinic was presented by Dr. Rollo J. Sample of Erie, Pa. 
G. R. Eaton, Sec’y 





NECROLOGY 














| CONEY, DR. JEFFE DAVID, Williamsport U. of P. 1897 

| Dr. Coney died August 27, 1939 at his home, 700 Hepburn 

| Street, Williamsport, at the age of 69. 

He was a member of the Lycoming, Sixth District, state and 

\| national dental societies; and also a member of the Elks 

and the Masonic Lodges. 

Dr. Coney was born in Williamsport, September 30, 1869. 

He attended Williamsport Commercial College and worked 

for the Pullman Company. 

| Graduating from the University of Pennsylvania in 1897, 

he opened an office at 112 W. 4th Street, Williamsport, and 
practiced in the same location for 42 years. Dr. Coney served 

three terms as school director in Williamsport. 

He is survived by one daughter, Mrs. Louise Summers, of 

Buffalo, N. Y., a sister and four brothers. 


QUICK, DR. A. D., West Pittston P. D. C. 1894 


Dr. Quick died on August 17, 1939. Born in Brooklyn, Penn- 
sylvania, he settled in West Pittston after graduating and 
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| practiced there for forty-six years. He was in active practice 
} until three months before his death. 

! A member of the Masonic order including Kalura Temple in 
| Binghamton, he was also.a member of his local, state and 
national dental societies. 


Dr. Quick is survived by his wife and four children. 


SEIP, DR. HOWARD S., Allentown U. of P. 1887 


Dr. Seip, oldest practicing dentist in Allentown and a former 
president of the state society, (1913-1914), died suddenly 
| at his home, 721 Walnut Street, December 22nd at 11:30 P. M., 

from a heart attack. He was 73 years old. 


A son of a former president of Muhlenberg College, he re- 
ceived his A. B. there in 1885 and returned to earn his A. M. 
in 1888 after graduating from dental school. He was a trus- 
tee of Muhlenberg College since 1905 and one of the col- 
lege’s most active alumni. He also served his alma mater as 
president of the athletic committee for the past 28 years. 


| 
Dr. Seip had practiced dentistry in Allentown since the time 
| 





of his graduation until the time of his death. He had suffered 
no apparent illness until the fatal heart attack. 


He was a former president ot the Susquehanna and also the 
i} Lehigh Valley Dental Societies. In Allentown, he was a 
| member of the Art, Livingston, Contemporary, Elks, Lehigh 
Country and Ancon Country Clubs. 

Except for a grandson, his wife is his only survivor. Two 
II children preceded him in death. 





Ethical and experienced dentist, 
graduate of the U. of Penna., 1936; PROFESSIONAL 
seeks full or part time position, or 
association with general practi- PROTECTION 


tioner or exodontist, anywhere in 


the State. Answer in care of the 
Journal. 






For Sale: Established Dental of- 
fice. Completely equipped. Ritter 
Model B. x-ray. Pittsburgh Suburb. 
Inquire care of the Journal. 


MEDICAL PROTECTIVE 


COMPANY 
OF FORT WAYNE, INDIANA 


For Sale, separately or as a 
whole, my branch office outfit. 
Everything in excellent condition. 


Address care of the Journal. WHEATON, ILLINOIS 
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7 
Climax porcelain jacket crowns are so natural in 


appearance that they actually become a part of the wearer. 
In shape and shade they duplicate your patient's own 
teeth. Anatomically carved, scientifically baked with high- 
fusing porcelain, and matched to the beautiful shading and 
coloring of the popular translucent tipped teeth — these 
practical, aesthetic replacements will please even the most 
critical. Long life is assured through controlled construc- 
tion and the employment of tested materials. The skill of 
our expert ceramists in constructing jackets, short and long 
span bridges, all types of porcelain restorations is good 


reason for you to remember: “Climax for ceramics.” 


CLIMAX DENTAL SUPPLY CO. 


MEDICAL ARTS BLDG. PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. 








